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The David Scott School takes the 1000 STEPS. 

 

On the 24th April 2018, 26 students from 

the David Scott School participated in 

the excursion to the 1000 steps in 

Upper Ferntree Gully. All 26 students 

completed the challenge with little to 

no complaint.  

The sky was gloomy however, the rain 

held off until we had completed the 

steps. The track and steps were visually 

beautiful. The leaves were large and green and the trees so tall you couldn't see the top. Everywhere 

you turned, there was nature. The track was uneven and rocky whereas the steps themselves varied 

between narrow, wide, stable and wonky. The view from the top of the trail was phenomenal! All we 

could see was green and trees.  

 

Although the track was difficult for some, we all made it to the top. Every person felt a sense of 

accomplishment and pride.  There were many people outside of our school who were at the steps on 

the day and at times, the steps seemed quite crowded. We had our own ceremony at the top to 

remember the troops who fought for our country and every student was very respectful. The trail 

down to the bottom was steep however, much easier than the steps. On average the trek and steps 

take approximately one hour while what is named the "Fast Track" for athletes takes around 45 

minutes.  

 

Overall this excursion was 

inspiring. The fact that 

every student pushed 

through and completed the 

steps was a fantastic outcome.  

We all got a mere glimpse into the struggle our troops 

endured while fighting for our country and I'm confident 

everyone slept soundly that night.  

 

 

Lest we forget. 

 

 

 

 

 

By Alyssa and photos by Bridgett.         3 
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Dromana College Senior VCAL Personal 

Development Skills ς Social and Cultural 

Awareness Excursion to Dandenong Market and 

the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre  

 

We first went to the Asylum Seeker Resource 

Centre. This organisation provides aid, justice, 

empowerment, programs and classes for people 

ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ 

interesting to hear what they do and how many 

people they have helped since 2001. I would get 

involved, however it is too far for me to catch 

public transport. It opened my eyes to how many 

people want to seek refuge or start a new life in 

Australia and how lucky we are.  

The Dandenong Market had many different ready 

to eat meals. Some from all cultures and countries 

such as spring rolls, dumplings and fried octopus 

legs which were sold at a Vietnamese store. I tried 

ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻŦŦŜǊǘƧŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ hƳŀΩǎ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

Dutch pancakes a spinach Gozleme for lunch from 

the Turkish store. I received the gozleme cut up in 

a takeout box. I selected this because the cheese 

and spinach would be filling and to be completely 

honest, I was hesitant and sceptical to order meat 

ŀǎ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ŦƻƻŘ ǇƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜŀǘ 

from markets.  

There are many different stores you can get 

healthy rice meals and salads, gluten free options 

and vegetarian options from almost anywhere. 

Most of the food came in takeaway containers 

which made it easy to explore and eat.  

I really enjoyed this excursion as it is VERY different 

from what I have near my house. The smells, the 

types of shops, different languages and symbols on 

the shops, the diversity of people made me feel 

somewhere really far away.  

Author:  Rubi Sammut  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Experience at METEC 

 
 

 
 

 
Featuring Alex Clark-Ash 

 

On the 7th of May myself and the class went to a defensive driving course in Bayswater 
called METEC. METEC is a non-profit community organisation offering learner and 
advanced driving courses in Bayswater North. METEC was founded in 1971 and operates 
with an independent board of management. At the driving course we were able to sit down 
and listen to a road safety slide show / speech given by one of the instructors at METEC, we 
were then given the opportunity to put our skills to the test and do a series of driving actives 
with a qualified instructor.  
 
I interviewed Alex Clark-Ash in regards to know more about his opinions on METEC. When I 
asked him about how he found his experiences at METEC he replied with ñI found it fun. 
Obviously sitting in a class room can get boring over a long period of time but I really 
enjoyed being out there and driving on the course.ò I also wanted to get into detail about 
what the kids actually got taught at METEC, when I asked Alex this questions his response 
was, ñThe most handy thing I learnt was that you need to be at a complete stop at a stop 
sign for four seconds, My instructor told me that itôs actually a 300 dollar fine and a loss of 2 
demerit points.ò  
 
Another topic I wanted to get into was if that Alex actually felt 
safe or not throughout the course. When I asked him this 
question he explained to me that ñSince we had a qualified 
instructor in the car (Andy) he was trusting enough to let us 
take part in the course in heôs own car, I felt very safe in heôs 
car because it just drove well. It also felt like Andy knew what 
he was doing and was great at explaining things to us 
younger adults.ò In conclusion, judging by the positive 
reviews and answers given by Alex its in no doubt that I 
would highly recommend Bays Water METEC driving school 
to younger learner drivers it includes fun but tricky challenges 
to take part in such as swerving through cones, parallel / 
reverse parking even doing a reverse challenge down the 
middle of the course. Not only is METEC fun for the kids but 
itôs SAFE which is really the most important thing of all.  
 
 
By Mason Riley                                                       
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