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FMPLLEN — BULLETN

Meet our new Chair

DR. MICHAEL KENNEDY OAM

Recently appointed Chair of FMPLLEN Dr. Michael Kennedy OAM has a long-demonstrated
commitment to ‘helping local young people make their way forward in life and in work’ as he
states it.

As Mornington Peninsula Shire CEO Dr. Kennedy has initiated an extensive traineeship pro-
gram which sees the Shire with 40-50 trainees at any one time, ranging from horticulture to
aged care.

Dr. Kennedy conceived the idea for (what became) the Pelican Pantry Training Café, which
has provided ‘real, accredited training in a real business’ for almost 400 trainees to date. He
also initiated the Wal Morrison Trainee Program, a year-long traineeship for five local young
people each year which exposes the trainees to a wide range of local government roles and
functions. Dr. Kennedy also has a ‘never say no’ commitment to providing work experience
opportunities for local young people.

Dr. Kennedy is a Member of the Monash Peninsula Community Advisory Council, and actively
promotes youth issues through the whole-of-government Southern Metropolitan Regional
Management Forum.

Dr. Kennedy has been a long-time active advocate to government well beyond his role as
Shire CEO. He chaired Life Saving Victoria through its creation (from 2002 to 2006) and con-
tinues as a director, has chaired the Victorian Healthcare Association (leaving the board in
2008), and chaired a community health service, as a Ministerial appointee. On Australia Day
this year Dr. Kennedy was awarded the Medal in the Order of Australia (OAM) for his services
to the community and to local government.

Dr. Kennedy has worked in both the business sector and the
public sector ‘in roughly equal amounts’, in organisations
large and small. He has an appreciation of the challenges
both of employing and developing young peoples for em-
ployer organisations.

Dr. Kennedy has three adult children and says that observing
and helping them as they faced the challenges of determin-
ing their career directions and seeking to pursue relevant
study with all the potential barriers that can involve strength-
ened his determination to help local young people who are
on that journey.

Dr. Kennedy is a regular speaker on young people’s training ; e
and employment challenges through the Beacon Foundation, &
and is an annual participant in the Principal for a Day Pro- {
gram.
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PART TIME WORK

Is it a successful pathway from school?

Young people’s experience of casual, part time work as their primary activity.

The On Track data for FMPLLEN indicates that higher numbers of young people
from our region, compared to Victoria as a whole, move from school to part time
work as their primary occupation.

FMPLLEN engaged Michelle Wakeford to do some research with a group of
young people and the full report will be available on the FMPLLEN website by
the end of March.

Michelle’s report is based on discussions with a group of young people who were
working part time as their primary occupation. Among other things, the report
looks to answer the following questions:

Is part time work enough and therefore a preferred and satisfactory work

and education activity for some young people?
Would some young people like more work than they cu rrently have?

Does their part time work relate to or help them to reach their career aspi-

rations?

Whilst only a small sample, the process of doing this research revealed how
hard it is to reach young people who are working part time and interviews with
them revealed how important it is to offer a service locally for them.

Watch out for the full report which will be highlighted on the website at

www.fmpllen.com.au
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FMPLLEN Profiles

SPLICE Foundation

SPLICE Foundation is based on the Southern
Peninsula, opposite the Rye Foreshore. It runs a
variety of innovative programs and activities,
based on connecting people to the community and
the natural environment.

We offer The SPLICE of Life Program (SOL) for
young people aged 13-16yrs and 17-19yrs. SOL is
an eleven session Life Balance program that
works with the strengths of people and builds con-
fidence, social skills, motivational behaviour, com-
munication skills, resilience, emotional under-
standing, community participation and creativity.

A respect for all forms of life and the environment
is developed, along with the participant gaining a
spiritual understanding of their place in the natural
world. A sense of belonging is an important aim of
the program.

The program is facilitated by an experienced psy-
chologist with an inclusive, positive and optimistic
approach. Individual and group sessions are avail-
able.

The program is interactive and inspirational, and
the young people are encouraged to develop con-
nections with the community via projects such as
assisting with art exhibitions, music festivals and
developing conservation circles and environment
projects led by Youth.

Yr 9 &10 students from Rosebud Secondary
College with Judith @ SPLICE Foundation.

Participants will be given a certificate of comple-
tion and a short report on their strengths and any
involvement in community projects .

The next group sessions of SPLICE of Life pro-
gram begins on Monday 23rd of March .

For further information on the SPLICE programs
contact:

Judith Homa on 59852470 or 0419493346.

SPLICE Foundation's current exhibition is a pho-
tographic show by local photographer Peter
McConchie depicting the traditional Yolgnu people
of North East Arnhem Land.

An example of the Yolgnu Mali photographic
Exhibition—all are welcome to come and see

An upcoming event for National Youth Week @
SPLICE is a Youth Diverse Art Exhibition in con-
junction with the Rye Youth Centre.

Connect us

Mission Australia’s Connect us program was com-
pleted in November 2008 in Rosebud. 12 young
people from Rosebud and Rosebud West at-
tended the 4 week program run by Mission Austra-
lia.

The focus was on, life skills, a week long wilder-
ness hike in the Mt Baw Baw region and practical
employability skills, including resume writing, inter-
view practice, a day visiting work places and com-
pleting a certificate in First Aid.

The course finished on a high note with an awards
ceremony at the Carrington Park Reception. 12
participants gave speeches, to a large audience.

They spoke of how Connect us had given them
opportunities to improve their relationships and
realise their career goals through a variety of path-
ways.

Participants are continuing working one-on-one
with Meagan Mathieson, case worker from Mis-
sion Australia.

There will be an update midyear on the outcomes
of the students involved in the program.

Contact: Meagan Mathieson T: 0488 275 518



CAREERS EXPO’'S/ FORUMS in partnership with neighbou  ring

LLEN’s and LCP’s:

Students Forums In 2009 PLCP have partnered with Youth Connect
and SELLEN LCP to run three forums:

Forum 1 - Science, Technology & Engineering Forum, 22nd April
— Please note this forum is now full

Forum 2 - Manufacturing Forum, 27th May — Jayco, Dandenong

Forum 3- Health & Community Services Forum, 28th July - Frank-
ston Arts Centre, Frankston

Transport is provided for free to Dandenong for the Manufacturing

Forum.

There will be approximately 100 places at each forum for schools in
our region. Schools can submit expressions of interest for the Manu-
facturing and Health and Community Services Forum up to 20 stu-
dents who have a genuine interest in a career in that specific industry.

Please send expressions of interest to Belinda Davies

(belinda@fmpllen.com.au). Please indicate how many students you
intend to bring and what year levels.(Pat—I wanted to include this to highlight the

partnership with other regions)

F I\/I P L L E N N etWO r kS For input into these networks contact Natalia Klarica

Community:

- Frankston Learning City
- Frankston Partnership Initiative

. Frankston City Health and Well
Being

- Inter-Council Aboriginal Consulta-
tive Committee

- Frankston and Peninsula Indige-
nous Action Group

- Police Youth ASSIST

- Communities That Care Key
Leaders group

- Linking and Learning Festival
Committee

- Regional Youth Affairs Network

- National Disability Co-ordination
program

- Frankston Youth Partnership

- Mornington Peninsula Youth ser-

vices network

- Mornington Peninsula Transport

Connections

- Western Port Training Initiative

- Neighbourhood Renewal Hastings
Education & Training:

- Southern Youth Commitment

- School Focused Youth Services

- Chisholm Institute of TAFE/LLEN

Reference Group

- Peninsula Education Precinct

- Monash Uni Pen Campus Commu-
nity Advisory Council

- Skills Victoria South /East Area

Study Group

- Victorian Curriculum and Assess-

ment Authority Vocational Educa-
tion Reference Group

Schools Associations:

. P(Fe)ansula Pathways Association

- Peninsula VCAL Association PVA

- Peninsula Vocational Education

and Training PVET

- Peninsula Career Education Asso-

ciation PCEA
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